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Q/ Write an essay to discuss the main principles of the Archetypal Theory of 

literature. 

The archetypal theory grows from the psychoanalytic theory, in other word the 

archetypal theory is the development of the psychoanalytic theory. The founder of 

the archetypal theory is Cal Jung (the great psychologist-philosopher and onetime 

student of Freud who broke with the master because of what he regarded as a too-

narrow approach to psychoanalysis). Jung expanded Freud's theories of the personal 

unconscious. Cal says that “we can divide the unconscious in to two sectors, the 

drives (things which are already born with us, for instance we don’t learn how to be 

hungry) and things acquired from experience”. Cal Jung invented a new part of the 

unconscious, which he called (the collective unconscious). He means that theses 

drives are born with us regardless, they exist in the human mind that’s why they 

collective, because they belong to everyone we all share the same drives. By 

collective unconscious Jung meant that collective unconscious works in the same way 

of the concept of Freudian (dream work), manifestation water, food, tree, mother etc. 

are contained in the collective unconscious.  

According to Freud these drives are found in the unconscious mind and the 

projections of the drives are found in dreams, archetypes according to Jung are found 

in the collective unconscious and their manifestations are found in dreams, 

mythology, religion and literature. 

Dreams were thought to provide key insight into the collective unconscious. Jung 

believed that many symbolic objects and symbols have a universal or uniform 

meaning in dreams due to the archetypes represented. 

Archetypes are therefore not the drives themselves. They are manifestations, 

projections, reflections or representations of those drives. They function as the 

images and symbols in Freud’s concept of the dream work. 

 

(Drives→ projections→ archetypes) this explains how we move from Freud to Jung. 
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Jung was also careful to explain that archetypes are not inherited ideas or patterns of 

thought, but rather that they are predispositions to respond in similar ways to certain 

stimuli. 

Carl Jung’s ‘archetypal’ criticism in which the literary work is not a focus for the 

writer’s or reader’s personal psychology but a representation of the relationship 

between the personal and the collective unconscious, the images, myths, symbols, 

‘archetypes’ of past cultures. 

If we apply this theory to a literary text we need to know what the archetypes are. 

Archetypes are recurring patterns (plot structures, symbols, character types, themes) 

that occur in mythology, religion, and stories across cultures and time periods. They 

embody universal meanings and basic human experiences and can evoke unconscious 

responses in a reader. They also help people understand common traits they share 

with others outside our own culture and to interpret situations and characters that 

might be quite different from themselves otherwise. For instants: The Sea means the 

mother of all life; death and rebirth; the unconscious. Tree is a symbol of 

inexhaustible life due to its growth, proliferation, and generative and regenerative 

processes; wisdom.  

“When I Was One-and-Twenty” by A. E. houseman (1859-1936) is an example of 

archetypal theory this poem consist two characters: the young man and the wise man 

who advise the young man ,that you can give everything away but not your heart. 

This pome consist a list of archetypes (wise man, experience, journey, symbol of 

money, Initiation is when one face a new experience which will teach you soothing in 

the future) it is a poem about lost (heart) and gain (wisdom). 
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Q/ What are the main principles of the Feminist Theory of literature? Write an essay 

to answer this question and support your point with at least one example. 

The Feminist Literary Theory is the application of the principles of Feminism to literary 

texts. Feminism is the social and political ideology that seeks to establish the social, 

political, economic and individual equality of women. As a literary theory, Feminism 

started in the 1960s Gender Studies is concerned with how sexual identity influences 

the production and reception of literary works. It does not focus on women. It is 

concerned with men and women. 

The principal of feminism is that men and women should be equal; gender inequality 

is the reason of feminism, in other word the origin of feminism is the gender 

inequality. Men and women are not equal in term of politics, education, occupation, 

art, social authority, Documents from history, biography, folklore, literature, science 

and art teem with criticism of women. All these were written by men. Women have 

always been viewed as subordinate or inferior to men.  

Feminism does not mean that women are better than men but women should be 

given their rights.  

American critic Elaine Showalter wrote Toward a Feminist Poetics (1979) that there 

are three phases:- 

1- Feminine phase: started in 19th century up to 20th century; women during this 

phase were weak, submissive, deprived of their rights and dependent. 

2- Feminist phase:  started from the first three quarters of the twentieth century; 

women start to imitate men to be equal to them, women fought for their rights 

and demanded equality with men. Women imitated men in everything: jobs, 

clothing, hairstyle, etc. 

3- Female phase: started from the last quarter of the twentieth century to the 

present; this phase rose from the feeling that women started losing and 

submerging their identity. In this phase, women are equal to men but they 

preserve their identity as women. Women in this phase moved away from 

imitation and protest. 

 Showalter says these three phases are reflected at four levels: biological, 

linguistic, psychological and cultural. The third phase is the best because in this 
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phase women are equal to men in opportunities, jobs, education and they have 

their own personality and identity. 

A Feminist could be a male or a female. The difference between the popular meaning 

and the real meaning of a feminist, in popular culture, it tends to mean someone who 

is biased towards women. This attitude would best be described as “extreme 

Feminism”. The true sense of the term is someone who believes in gender equality. 

 Analyzing a text from a Feminist point of view the text: Keep in mind Showalter’s 

phases, Mispresentation or misrepresentation of the image of women in the text. 

weak, shrewish, a heart-breaker, seductive, dishonest, immoral, rash, unfaithful, etc. 

The effect of the environment on the female characters: oppression, a victim, 

limitations, inhibition, abuse, etc. 

From the author: If the author is a woman, you can also discuss the author’s point of 

view. 

From the reader: From a female reader’s point of view. 

The application of the Feminist Theory to Tennyson’s “Lady of Shalott” 

She is a victim of society, the knight does not know her, she died and no one 

appreciate what she did.  
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Q/ Write an essay to discuss the main principles of the Marxist theory of literature. 

Karl Marx (1818-1883), a German philosopher, and Friedrich Engels (1820-1895), a 

German sociologist (as he would now be called), were the joint founders of this school 

of thought. Marx was the son of a lawyer but spent most of his life in great poverty as 

a political exile from Germany living in Britain.  

They themselves called their economic theories 'Communism' (rather than 

'Marxism'), designating their belief in the state ownership of industry, transport, etc., 

rather than private ownership. 

The Emergence of the Two Main Social Classes: o Land property generated the 

concept of “Borders” o Borders generated the concept of the “Community” o 

Communities required centralization in the form of “Leadership” and 

“Landownership” o Leadership automatically generated “Followers” o Leaders and 

Followers developed into two social classes: the aristocrats (the upper class) and the 

working class (the lower class) o “Blue Blood” (noble birth) o The “Divine Right of 

Kings” o The Upper and Lower Classes: A Comparison , In terms of birth , wealth, 

power , number: the minority ruling the majority,  In terms of appearance ,  lifestyle, 

education. 

The Emergence of the Middle Class as a contribution of the Industrial Revolution (the 

emergence of a third class which is called middle class) according to Marx the 

appearance of the middle class doesn’t solve the problem it complicated the problem 

because according to him “the more classes you have, the more problems you have”.  

Industrial revolution gave birth to the middle class; it gave people to invest their 

money. 

 

 

Marx’s idea of “economic determination”: “Infrastructure” which he means 

(economy) controls “Superstructure” (education, art, morality, religion, etc.) Example: 

a person with no money (infrastructure) might be tempted to become a thief 

(superstructure). God create all man equal, but the man who introduces the idea of 

Upper class→ wealth+ noble birth 

Middle class→ in between 

Lower class→ zero wealth+ zero noble birth 
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classes, in other word materialism and capitalism divided people into classes. Huns, 

the only solution to all social problems is to restore equality among people. 

The aim of Marxism is to bring about a classless society, based on the common 

ownership of the means of production, distribution, and exchange. Marxism is a 

materialist philosophy: that is, it tries to explain things without assuming the 

existence of a world or of forces beyond the natural world around us, and the society 

we live in. It looks for concrete, scientific, logical explanations of the world of 

observable fact. (Its opposite is idealist philosophy, which does believe in the 

existence of a spiritual 'world elsewhere' and would offer, for instance, religious 

explanations of life and conduct). But whereas other philosophies merely seek to 

Marxism also built upon the socialist thinking which was produced in France at the 

time of the French Revolution, and it inverted some of the ideas of early economic 

theory, especially the view that the pursuit of individual economic self-interest would 

bring economic and social benefits to the whole of society. 

All the same, Marxist literary criticism maintains that a writer's social class and its 

'ideology' (outlook, values, half-realized allegiances, etc.) have a major bearing on 

what is written by a member of that class. 

Now, how to apply Marxism theory to literary text; we need to identify the classes in 

a text (as represented by a single character or a group of characters), Identify the 

conflict between these classes, Identify the author’s attitude towards this conflict and 

Identity the solution the author provides for this problem. 

For example; the short story by John Updike’s “A&P” the main character in this story 

is a young man his name Sami, he works as a casher. One day three beautiful girls 

entered the store they did not wearing shoes and they were in the swimming suits, 

they attracted the attention of everybody not only for their clothes but also they 

were laughing loud ,that made the boss angry, after they collecting projects the went 

to the casher and the casher was Sami, at the same time the boss starts shouting at 

them and while he was shouting Sami made a stupid dissension, he state shouting at 

his boss(to impress the girls and to be their hero) while they were quarreling the girls 

go away, by that time Sami got very angry and said “I quit” then he leaves to the door 
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he thinks the girls are waiting for him, but he did not find them. He looks back, he lost 

his job, girls and his life.  

This story shows three different social classes (upper, middle, lower). It shows that 

there is no conflict between the lower class and upper class because Sami want to 

attract the girls to be one of them or maybe marry one of them and that explains the 

idea of social climbing, that Sami fail to achieve it. 
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Q/ Write an essay to discuss the main principles of the Structuralist theory of 

literature. Provide at least one example to illustrate your point. 

Ferdinand de Saussure is the founder of this theory. In order to know how 

structuralism works, plato and all the following were logocentric, Logocentric means 

regarding words and language as a fundamental expression of an external reality. 

Structuralism privileges structure to logocentric meaning. The traditional logocentric 

system is based on Plato’s theory. It says that there are ideas behind words. Words 

were created to express ideas. First there are ideas, and then people invented words 

to express these ideas.  

Saussure rejected the logocentric theory. He said no ideas exist before words. 

Language unites a concept with a sound image. He called the concept the signified 

and he called the sound image a signifier. For example: tree. Both signifier and 

signified make a “sign”. The word is the sign. The sound of the word is a signifier. He 

says the signified has no pre-existent status. There is no idea behind the word. There 

is nothing behind the word “tree”. It is a tree because we call it a tree. In other word 

language creates ideas. 

Ontology, Plato and all his followers are logocentric and ontologist. Ontology means 

there is a source of ideas beyond the language. According to Plato this source of ideas 

is the ideal world of the words, everything in the world is an imitation of that ideal 

world and all our ideas comes from that source. So Plato calls them preexisting 

“forms”. But Saussure said there is no such a world of ideas, He destroys the tradition 

of ontology set by Plato. He says ideas do not from outside they create by language, 

language create ideas. According to him language is not only verbal it could also non-

verbal communication like sign language. Any form of communication is language not 

necessarily words.  

According to Saussure, the relation between the signifier and the signified is arbitrary. 

Otherwise, we would have one language in the world. The Babel incident in the Bible. 

Saussure says there is no language of Adam. Each sign is part of a greater system or 

“structure” of signs. This structural system goes vertically and horizontally. Like the 

Cartesian system of quadrants. 
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 For example; same words can have different meanings in different situations, if you 

take a word and change the context of the word it will signify different meaning, so it 

is the context which shapes the word and the meaning of the same word can change 

meaning.  

Binary positions: are two opposing concepts for example; dark and light, life and 

death, art and reality, it is one of the structuralist methods of analyzing the text. 

Binary Oppositions in Poe’s short story “The Oval Portrait”. It is a story about a man 

who is injured, he is taken by his servant so they came in an old house it was very 

dark, they entered the house and they came to a room like the bedroom, the injured 

man notice that there is full of paintings, one of these panting attracted his attention, 

it’s a painting of a very beautiful lady, then he found a book opened it the book is 

about the description of each paintings , so he read the description of the panting of 

the beautiful lady, so inside this story there is another story it is the story of that 

beautiful lady who died because of her husband, who is panting for him above 

everything, he try to paint her in his small room which contains one small window 

even he know that she is sick she has a problem with her breathing, and finally she 

died in her chair. The message behind the story is too much devoted to art can kill 

you. So the binary oppositions in this story are life and death, sacrifice and 

selfishness, art and reality.         

In terms of literary study, you are not engaged in structuralist activity if you describe 

the structure of a short story to interpret what the work means or evaluate whether 

or not it’s good literature. However, you are engaged in structuralist activity if you 

examine the structure of a large number of short stories to discover the underlying 

principles that govern their composition, structuralism focus on how word create 

meaning. 
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Q/ Write an essay to discuss Ecocriticism. Provide at least one example to illustrate 

your point. 

Dating from the late 1980s, ecocriticism is the latest emerging fied in literary studies 

that directly relates who we are as human beings to the environment. Ecocriticism is 

the analysis of literary texts in terms of ecology. It is a portmanteau made of 

“ecology” and “criticism” 

Everything comes from a source, so ecocriticism comes from ecology and, ecology is 

the study of the effect of the environment on human behavior in other words, how 

the environment shapes the human behavior. So Ecology means the study of the 

relationships between living organisms and their interactions with their natural or 

developed environment. 

 Ecocritism is an eclectic group of writers, critics, and theorists who emphasize place, 

nature, and the physical world. If we come to literature it is called “ecocritical theory” 

the best definition of it appears in the ecocriticism reader (1995), edited by Cheryll 

Glotfelty, She is a professor of literature and the environment at the University of 

Nevada, Reno. “Simply put, ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between 

literature and the physical environment. Just as feminist criticism examines language 

and literature from a gender-conscious perspective. It goes by other names: Green 

Studies, Ecopoetics, and Environmental Literary Criticism. 

Interaction is a formal relationship; the relationship could either be one way or two 

ways, the two ways relationship we call it interaction, so interaction means how 

people influence the environment as well as how the environment influences the 

people. The influence could be either positive or negative. For example, when it is 

sunny day we feel happy and energy so we positive, and when it is cloudy, stormy day 

we feel down. In other hand how people influence the environment for example, 

cutting the trees in order to build cities it is a negative influence. 

Estok argues that ecocriticism is more than "simply the study of Nature or natural 

things in literature; rather, it is any theory that is committed to effecting change by 

analyzing the function–thematic, artistic, social, historical, ideological, theoretical, or 

otherwise, of the natural environment, or aspects of it, represented in documents 
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(literary or other) that contribute to material practices in material worlds. For 

example; Shakespeare an analysis of 'Home' and 'Power' in King Lear. 

Nature poets are the poets who write about nature, now in ecocritical poem it’s not a 

nature poem because nature poem means any poem about nature whether it shows 

interaction or not, but ecocritical poem is a poem that shows the interaction. 

 The opening scene of Death of a Salesman: “A melody is heard, played upon a flute. It 

is small and fine, telling of grass and trees and the horizon. The curtain rises. Before 

us is the salesman’s house. We are aware of towering, angular shapes behind it, 

surrounding it on all sides. Only the blue light of the sky falls upon the house and 

forestage; the surrounding area shows an angry glow of orange. As more light 

appears, we see a solid vault of apartment houses around the small, fragile-seeming 

home. An air of the dream clings to the place, a dream rising out of reality. Extract: 

Willy: “Gee, on the way home tonight I’d like to buy some seeds.”  Linda: That’d be 

wonderful, but not enough sun gets back there. Nothing will grow anymore. 

Through examining texts that highlight the natural environment, ecocritics entreat us 

to participate in practices that will change our environment and our material word, 

encouraging us to become guardians of our plant not only for ourselves but also for 

future generations. 
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Q/ Write an essay to describe the main principles of Reader-Response Theory. 

Provide at least one example to illustrate your point.  

As its name implies, reader-response criticism focuses on readers’ responses to 

literary texts. The disappearance of a text as a result of the response of the reader to 

that text. It means that different readers understand the same text in a different way. 

reader-response theory offers ideas that can help us learn about our own reading 

processes and how they relate to, among other things, specific elements in the texts 

we read, our life experiences, and the intellectual community of which we are a 

member. Moreover, It helps authors generate better texts. 

Reader-Response theorists share two beliefs: (1) that the role of the reader cannot be 

omitted from our understanding of literature and (2) that readers do not passively 

consume the meaning presented to them by an objective literary text; rather they 

actively make the meaning they find in literature. 

So now it is important to know the factors that shape reader’s understands; biological 

differences, cultural differences, personal, educational, age, gender, mood, 

ideological, economic, religious background and political background. In this respect, 

it is the reader, not the author, who generates the text.  

The readers according to reader-response theory are two types: the implied readers 

(the writer expectation how the reader will understand the text) and the actual 

reader who are the real readers that understand the text upon the 12 factor. 

In addition, we have subjective readers and objective readers. It concern with types of 

reading: General Reading (for pleasure) Close Reading (the most common in criticism) 

Skimming, Scanning, Speed / Rapid Reading and Photo reading.  

For the application: You have to ask a number of readers to read a text and analyze 

their responses. The response could take the form of an essay or answers to a 

questionnaire. To show how they understand the text. 
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Q/ Write an essay to describe the main principles of Reception Theory. Provide at 

least one example to illustrate your point. 

Reception theory: Reception theory is the application to literary history of a form of 

reader-response theory. So reception theory studies how readers understand a text.  

Reception theory focuses on the reader’s reception of a text; its prime interest, 

however, is not on the response of a single reader at a given time, but on the altering 

responses, interpretive and evaluative, of the general reading public over the course 

of time. 

For the application: you have to examine the responses of a large group of readers 

taken from a specific historical period and examine the responses of a large group of 

readers who share the same cultural background, the same age, the same gender,etc. 

Reader response theory focuses on individual like how you understand the text and 

what is the difference between reader’s understanding in other word, how you as an 

individual readers understand the text depending on your own personal experiences 

and personal background. But reception theory studies how a text is received by the 

public by a large number of readers who lived in a specific historical period like the 

Victorian readers for example, how the Victorian readers understand Hamlet. So we 

take them in terms of history and culture like how do Japanese people understand 

Hamlet.  
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Q/ Write an essay to explain in detail the difference between the Reader-Response 

Theory and Reception Theory. 

As its name implies, reader-response criticism focuses on readers’ responses to 

literary texts. The disappearance of a text as a result of the response of the reader to 

that text. It means that different readers understand the same text in a different way. 

reader-response theory offers ideas that can help us learn about our own reading 

processes and how they relate to, among other things, specific elements in the texts 

we read, our life experiences, and the intellectual community of which we are a 

member. Moreover, It helps authors generate better texts. 

Reader-Response theorists share two beliefs: (1) that the role of the reader cannot be 

omitted from our understanding of literature and (2) that readers do not passively 

consume the meaning presented to them by an objective literary text; rather they 

actively make the meaning they find in literature. 

So now it is important to know the factors that shape reader’s understands; biological 

differences, cultural differences, personal, educational, age, gender, mood, 

ideological, economic, religious background and political background. In this respect, 

it is the reader, not the author, who generates the text.  

The readers according to reader-response theory are two types: the implied readers 

(the writer expectation how the reader will understand the text) and the actual 

reader who are the real readers that understand the text upon the 12 factor. 

In addition, we have subjective readers and objective readers. It concern with types of 

reading: General Reading (for pleasure) Close Reading (the most common in criticism) 

Skimming, Scanning, Speed / Rapid Reading and Photo reading.  

For the application: You have to ask a number of readers to read a text and analyze 

their responses. The response could take the form of an essay or answers to a 

questionnaire. To show how they understand the text. 

Reception theory: Reception theory is the application to literary history of a form of 

reader-response theory. So reception theory studies how readers understand a text.  
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Reception theory focuses on the reader’s reception of a text; its prime interest, 

however, is not on the response of a single reader at a given time, but on the altering 

responses, interpretive and evaluative, of the general reading public over the course 

of time. 

For the application: you have to examine the responses of a large group of readers 

taken from a specific historical period and examine the responses of a large group of 

readers who share the same cultural background, the same age, the same gender,etc. 

Reader response theory focuses on individual like how you understand the text and 

what is the difference between reader’s understanding in other word, how you as an 

individual readers understand the text depending on your own personal experiences 

and personal background. But reception theory studies how a text is received by the 

public by a large number of readers who lived in a specific historical period like the 

Victorian readers for example, how the Victorian readers understand Hamlet. So we 

take them in terms of history and culture like how do Japanese people understand 

Hamlet. 


