
RUBRIC FOR ASSESSING STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 

Presentations are an important skill which every university student should master and are regarded in many 
universities as requirements for course fulfillment.  Presentations are graded by teachers according to the 
rubric below.  This rubric can accommodate any topic presented.  Students are scored in seven areas: Content, 
Structure, Logic, Language, Delivery, Attitude, and Design.  The total score is calculated out of 100 and then 
divided to find its corresponding weight specific to a given academic course. 
 

ASSESSMENT AREA WEIGHT AREA ISSUES 

CONTENT 25 

The title of the presentation is well phrased and clearly expresses 
the presentation topic 

The information presented is adequate. 

The information presented is interesting and useful. 

No ideas are repeated unnecessarily. 

In case video files or audio files are used by the student for the 
presentation, they are kept within a time limit of two minutes, and 
they are used effectively and prove interesting and relevant. 

STRUCTURE 15 

The presentation is divided into an introduction, a body and a 
conclusion 

The student started by introducing his or her topic and giving an 
overview of the presentation. 

At the end of each section of the presentation, the student 
mentions that the section is over and the next section is to be 
discussed next. 

The transition from one section to another is smooth and paved 
for and not abrupt or sudden. 

The presentation does not contain long pauses, interruptions and 
distractions (which are attributed to  

LOGIC 15 

The information presented is directly related to the topic of the 
presentation and there are no irrelevant points discussed in the 
presentation (in other words, there are no digressions and no 
irrelevancies in the presentation) 

The presentation is not a mere description of the topic.  It has an 
argumentative edge, since it is an attempt to convince the 
audience to accept an idea or to take some action. 

The objective or purpose of the presentation is made clear by the 
student at the beginning of the presentation and reiterated at the 
end. 

The information is presented in a logical sequence (in other words, 
the ideas are well organized) 

There are no bold statements and wild assumptions. 

The conclusion is valid and logically follows the body of the 
presentation 

Evidence and examples are provided before or after an assumption 
is made or a conclusion is drawn (in other words, the ideas are well 
supported with evidence) 

Audience questions, if any, are answered fully, clearly and 
convincingly, and the answers are supported with clear examples 
or facts. 



LANGUAGE 15 

The student demonstrates a good command of the English 
language (in other words, the student’s speech is free of 
grammatical mistakes, pronunciation mistakes and sentence 
structure mistakes.  No words are misused) 

The style is scholarly.  Slang is avoided unless it is necessary (as 
when elucidating a point)  

The sentences clearly express the ideas which the student wants to 
convey to the audience. 

The student avoids verbosity and inflated diction. 

When a technical or jargon term is used, it is clearly defined or 
explained. 

DELIVERY 10 

The student’s voice is audible 

The student varies the intonation of his or her voice and avoids 
speaking in a monotone. 

The student introduced himself  

The student maintains eye contact with the audience and seldom 
looks at his or her notes 

The student manages to maintain the interest of the audience 
throughout the entire presentation 

The student does not exceed the time assigned by the teacher 

The student asks for audience feedback by asking if any one has 
any questions or comments. 

The student uses body language effectively.  He or she uses 
appropriate gestures and body posture, is dressed appropriately, 
does not sit while delivering the presentation, and does not stay 
put in one spot. 

ATTITUDE 10 

The student shows an interest and enthusiasm in the topic during 
the entire presentation 

The student thanks the audience for their attendance and 
attention. 

The student shows respect to the audience 

The student welcomes questions and comments made by the 
audience and thanks the audience members for them 

The student is self-confident and shows no signs of hesitation or 
confusion. 

The student manages to make the audience aware or increases 
their awareness of the importance of the subject. 

Counterviews are acknowledged and not refuted aggressively or 
resentfully. 

DESIGN 10 

The student uses a slideshow in the presentation 

The student did not use less than five slides during the 
presentation. 

The slides do not contain a lot of text. 

The student does not use the slides are notes to look at and read 

The slides are well designed (the text is large and clear, the color 
scheme is artistic and the graphics or visuals used are adequate, 
appropriate, interesting and relevant) 

The student submits a copy of the presentation to the teacher, if 
required by the latter and in the same format (soft copy or hard 
copy) required. 

 


