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Week 12 
Reader-Response Theory and Reception Theory 

Session Plan 

 

Reader-Response Theory 

 Affective Fallacy: The disappearance of a text as a result of the response of the reader to 

that text.   

 A reader-centered theory 

 Factors that govern the reader’s interpretation of a text: 

o Cultural background 

o Ideological background 

o Educational background 

o Religious background 

o Personal experience 

o Age 

o Gender 

o Mood 

 In this respect, it is the reader, not the author, who generates the text 

 Textural Plurality or the “plural text” 

 Types of Reading: 

o General Reading (for pleasure) 

o Close Reading (the most common in criticism) 

o Skimming 

o Scanning 

o Speed / Rapid Reading 

o Photoreading 

 Types of Readers: 

o The Implied Reader versus the Actual Reader 

o The Subjective Reader versus the Objective Reader 

 Why this theory is important: 

o It deepens our understanding of texts 

o It helps authors generate better texts 

 Application: 

o You have to ask a number of readers to read a text and analyze their responses.  

The response could take the form of an essay or answers to a questionnaire. 
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Reception Theory 

 It examines how a text is “received” or interpreted by the reader 

 What is then the difference between the Reader-Response Theory and the Reception 

Theory? 

o Reception theory does not deal with individual readers.  It examines how a large 

group of readers of a specific historical period or a specific cultural background 

interpret a text 

 Types of Readers: 

o The Medieval Reader, the Renaissance Reader, the Victorian Reader, the Modern 

Reader, etc. 

o The English Reader, the American Reader, the Canadian Reader, etc. 

o The Juvenile Reader and the Adult Reader 

o The Female Reader and the Male Reader 

 Application: 

o Examine the responses of a large group of readers taken from a specific historical 

period 

o Examine the responses of a large group of readers who share the same cultural 

background, the same age, the same gender, etc. 

 

 


