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The “collective unconscious” refers to the idea that a part of the deepest
unconscious mind is genetically inherited and is not shaped by personal 
experience.







“The Collective Unconscious” by Carl Jung
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The Archetypal Theory grows 
from the Psychoanalytic Theory. 
A big difference between their 

explanations of the 
unconscious is that Freud

believed that the unconscious 
was the product of personal
experiences, while Jung

believed that the unconscious 
was the product of collective
experiences inherited in the 

genes.



Carl Jungcoined the term “the collective unconscious” to refer to the part of the unconscious where all the drives 
manifest themselves in the form of images and thought patterns. They undergo a sort of metamorphosis and are 
reflected in such forms of human output like mythology, folklore, religion, dreams, art and literature

Dreamswere thought to provide key insight into the collective unconscious. Jung believed that many symbolic 
objects and symbols have a universal or uniform meaning in dreams due to the archetypes represented.

Archetypesare therefore not the drives themselves. They are manifestations, projections, reflections or 
representations of those drives. They function as the images and symbols in Freud’s concept of the dreamwork. 

In a way, they are similar to the Platonic concept of forms in that they are reflected in human output.



The Golden Bough (1890–1915)

It is written by the Scottish anthropologist Sir 
James George Frazer. 

In this book, Frazer identifies practices and 
mythological beliefs shared among primitive 
religions and modern religions. Frazer argues 
that the death-rebirth myth is

present in almost all cultural mythologies, and 
is acted out in terms of growing seasons and

vegetation.



Archetypal Patterns in Poetry (1934)

The book is written by Maud Bodkin.

It is the first work on the subject of archetypal 
literary criticism, applies Jung's theories about 
the collective unconscious, archetypes, and 
primordial images to literature. She focused on S. 
T. Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.



Anatomy of Criticism:

Four Essays (Princeton University Press, 1957) is 
a book by Canadian literary critic and theorist, 
Northrop Frye, which attempts to formulate an 
overall view of the scope, theory, principles, and 
techniques of literary criticism derived 
exclusively from literature. Frye uses the 
seasons in his archetypal schema. Each season 
is aligned with a literary genre: comedy with 
spring, romance with summer, tragedy with 
autumn, and satire with winter
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