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Week 10 
The Marxist Theory 

Session Plan 

 

 Origin of the theory: socioeconomics 

 Named after Karl Marx, a nineteenth-century German philosopher. 

 Basic Tenet: all social conflict is caused by class distinction, capitalism and materialism 

 God created all men equal, but materialism and capitalism divided people into classes. 

 The only solution to all social problems is to restore equality among people. 

 The Emergence of Materialism: 

o Cave Dwellers 

o Hunting and the Discovery of Fire 

o From Caves to Manmade Dwellings 

o From Hunting to Farming 

o Dwellings and Farms and Property 

o The Emergency of the concept of “Property” and “Ownership” 

 The Emergence of the Two Main Social Classes: 

o Land property generated the concept of “Borders” 

o Borders generated the concept of the “Community” 

o Communities required centralization in the form of “Leadership” and 

“Landownership” 

o Leadership automatically generated “Followers” 

o Leaders and Followers developed into two social classes: the aristocrats (the 

upper class) and the working class (the lower class) 

o “Blue Blood” (= noble birth) 

o The “Divine Right of Kings” 

o The Upper and Lower Classes: A Comparison  

 In terms of birth 

 In terms of wealth 

 In terms of power 

 In terms of number: the minority ruling the majority 

 In terms of appearance 

 In terms of lifestyle 

 In terms of education: the elite 

 The Emergence of the Middle Class as a contribution of the Industrial Revolution 
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 The Division of the Middle Class into the Lower Middle Class and the Upper Middle 

Class: 

o Education and Refinement 

 Class Distinction as the cause of economic inequality and the absence of fair share 

 Marx’s idea of “economic determination”: 

o “Infrastructure” (= economy) controls “Superstructure” (= education, art, 

morality, religion, etc.) 

o Example: a person with no money (infrastructure) might be tempted to become a 

thief (superstructure) 

 According to Marx, capitalism is the enemy of society 

 Marx’s idea of “dialectical materialism”: 

o According to this idea, conflict shapes history 

 Reflectionism versus Interpolation: 

o Reflectionism: the Superstructure is determined by the Infrastructure, and thus by 

extension a literary text reflects the society that produces it. 

o Interpolation: The Superstructure can affect the Infrastructure, and thus by 

extension literature can affect society 

 Drawbacks of Marxism: 

o Perfect equality is a myth 

o Fair share is not fair when there are busy bees and couch potatoes 

o Public property has its own disadvantages: cleaning a park (Everybody’s job is 

nobody’s job) 

 Application: 

o Identify the classes in a text (as represented by a single character or a group of 

characters) 

o Identify the conflict between these classes 

o Identify the author’s attitude towards this conflict 

o Identity the solution the author provides for this problem  

 Texts to analyze in terms of the Marxist Theory: 

o John Updike’s “A&P” 

o Guy de Maupassant’s “The Diamond Necklace” (1884): Madame Loisel as a social 

climber 

o George Orwell’s Animal Farm (1945)  


