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WEEK 01
ORIENTATION AND OVERVIEW



ICE BREAKING
INTRODUCING YOURSELF



Class Schedule

Visit the course web page 
to download your class 

schedule

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Student Information Form

Visit the course web page 
to download, fill out and 

submit your student 
information form

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Course Syllabus

CLO’s



Course Syllabus

Assessment Tools
• Pre-Midterm:

• CP 1
• Assignment 1
• Oral Test

• Midterm Exam
• Post-Midterm

• CP 2
• Assignment 2
• Presentation

• Final Exam



Course Syllabus

Visit the course web page 
to download definitions 
and descriptions of the 

course assessment tools.

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Course Syllabus

Course Pass Score:
65% for M.A. Courses
75% for Ph.D. courses



Course Syllabus

Weight Distribution
Pre-Midterm + Midterm = 40

Post-Midterm + Final = 60
Total = 100



Course Syllabus

Reading Lists



Course Syllabus

Course Policy



Course Syllabus

Course Schedule
Week 01 Ice-Breaking and Introduction

Weeks 02-05 Theories + Assignment 1

Week 06 Oral Test

Week 07 Midterm Exam

Weeks 08-12 Theories + Assignment 2

Weeks 13-14 Student Presentations

Week 15 Final Exam



Bonus-Point Policy

Visit the course web page 
to download the Bonus-

Point Policy

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Key Links

Visit the course web page 
to know the key links you 

need for this course

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


The Question Bank

Visit the course web page to download
an introduction to the Question Bank

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Spring 2019

Visit the course web page to download
audio and video recordings to Spring 2019 student presentations

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Spring 2019

Visit the course web page to download
Student class notes for Spring 2019

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


About Me

Visit the course web page 
to download my teaching 

portfolio

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


COURSE TITLE

The course title “Literary Theory and Criticism” precisely 
means “Literary Theory and Literary Criticism”.  The two 
terms “Literary Theory” and “Literary Criticism” should 
not be confused with each other or used 
interchangeably.



LITERARY THEORY

Literary theory refers to the methods or approaches used 
to examine and analyze literary texts.  It means from 
which point of view you examine a work – from a 
psychological point of view, from a moral point of view, 
from a historical point of view, from a political point of 
view, etc.  Structuralism, Deconstruction, Formalism, 
Gender approaches, historicism are all theories.



LITERARY CRITICISM

Criticism, on the other hand, is the application of these 
theories to literary texts.  A theory remains an idea in 
your head until you apply it.



AN ANALOGY

To make clear the difference between these two 
concepts, let us draw an analogy on weight loss.  There 
are several theories on how to lose weight.  One theory 
says you should work out (exercise).  Another theory 
states that you can go on diet.  Another theory 
encourages you to take weight loss pills.  Another theory 
says that yoga can make you lose weight.



AN ANALOGY

These are all theories on how to lose weight.  They are 
merely ideas.  To put them to practice, you should try 
them out.  Person A may apply the exercise theory.  
Person B may go on diet.  Person C could take weight loss 
pills.  Person D will try yoga.



AN ANALOGY

Moreover, you can apply more than one theory to the 
same individual.  You can also apply the same theory to 
several individuals.



BACK TO OUR TOPIC

The same holds true of literary theory and criticism.  You 
will study several literary theories in this course.  You can 
apply a theory to one text or several texts.  You can also 
apply several theories to the same text.



Theory before Criticism

You may wonder why this course is titled “Literary 
Theory and Criticism” and not “Literary Criticism and 
Theory”.  In other words, why does the term “theory” 
precede the term “criticism”?



Theory before Criticism

To answer this question, remember that “theory” is just 
an idea and that “criticism” is the application of this idea.  
For this reason, ideas come before application.  First, you 
form an idea and then apply it.  



The Two Aspects of the Course

Since the title comprises two concepts (theory and 
criticism), the course has two aspects to it.  One aspect 
of the course is theoretical: we will closely examine 
several theories in chronological order from classical 
times to the present.  The other aspect is practical: we 
will apply these theories to specific literary texts.



What is a Theory?

A body of rules, ideas, 
principles, and techniques that 

applies to a subject



What is a Literary Theory?

A body of rules, ideas, 
principles, and techniques that 

applies to a literary text



How to Make a Literary Theory

Literary theory building is the process of 
extracting a set of principles from a non-

literary field of knowledge and offering them 
as an alternative way of interpreting literary 

texts.



CREATION 
VIA

Direct 
Theory 
Building

Eclectic 
Theory 
Building

Shift of 
Focus

Addition

Modification

Concept 
Application



How Not to Make a Literary Theory

Visit the course web page 
to download my presentation “How Not 

to Create a Literary Theory”

http://mjajo.com/literary-theory/


Characteristics of an ideal literary theorist

1. Well versed in literature
2. Well versed in literary theory
3. Well versed in criticism
4. Well versed in the disciple to be 

applied



Periods of Literary Theory

1. The Classical Period
2. The Traditional Period
3. The Modern Period
4. The Postmodern Period
5. The Contemporary Period



Now that we have a clear 
idea of the course title,

we are good to go.


